POLICY FOR GRANT OF INTERIM I LONG-TERM PERMISSION TO INTERNATIONAL I DOMESTIC NGOs ENGAGED IN TRANSITION / RECONSTRUCTION WORK IN THE EARTHQUAKE AFFECTED AREAS

1. With reference to Economic Affairs Division's u.O. No. 4(1)NGO/2OOOdated

December 20, 2005, it is observed that it is indeed imperative that the various

International INGOs and Domestic NGOs should have a facilitative yet comprehensive registration mechanism that conforms to the requirements of the Economic Affairs Division (EAD), the Ministry of Social Welfare, and ERRA. .

2. Those INGOs that have already been registered by the EAD shall have to obtain a

'No-Objection Certificate' from ERRA to undertake work in the Earthquake affected

areas.

3.  The observations of the Donors' Coordination Cell with regard to the registration

process for unregistered INGOs seeking permission to work in the Earthquake affected

areas are as follows:
a) The INGO shall submit an application for registration to the Economic Affairs

Division to undertake work in the Earthquake affected areas.

b) The respective INGO shall simultaneously submit an Expression of interest to

work in the Earthquake affected areas to the Donors' Coordination Cell Planning

Wing, ERRA, along with the following documents:
· Proof of registration in the country of origin.
· Letter of recommendation / endorsement from the respective embassy in Islamabad.
· Program / profile of the proposed projects the INGO proposes to pursue with specific geographical location where the INGO shall operate.
· In-hand human and financial resources / capacity for carrying out the proposed operations.
· Annual Report of the previous three years.

c) If deemed appropriate after analysis of the said documents, the Donors' Coordination Cell shall grant the INGO a 'No-Objection Certificate' addressed to the Economic Affairs Division.

d) However, if upon evaluation of the submitted documents, the Donors' Coordination Cell is not satisfied of the credentials of the INGO, ERRA shall not issue the NOC for registration to the Economic Affairs Division.

5. Upon receipt of the NOC from ERRA, the EAD may consider it appropriate to

issue 'Interim Registration' to the INGO while it conducts an internal evaluation of the

INGO to ensure compliance to its internal criteria for registration.

6. The EAD has comprehensive registration criteria for INGOs. However, to avoid

duplication of effort, and to expedite the registration process, it is proposed that the EAD

may revise its registration, only for the INGOs interested to work in the Earthquake

affected areas, and require the following documents:
· Complete / detailed organization profiles with working staff strength (local and

· foreign) in Pakistan along with administrative / operational hierarchy, etc.
· Memo / Article of Association or Constitution, if any.
· Audit Reports for previous three years.
· Financial Statements for the previous three years.
· Proof of residence (Lease Agreement, etc) with complete address / telephone numbers and list of local contracts in Pakistan.
· Source of funding / donations; project wise and donor wise.

7. Subsequently, if the INGO meets these criteria, the Economic Affairs Division

shall register the INGO on permanent basis.

8. The process for registration for Domestic NGOs shall be similar except that the

registering authority shall be the Ministry of Social Welfare, Islamabad.

9. It is recommended that the Economic Affairs Division and the Ministry of Social

Welfare should be consulted before finalizing the procedure for registration of NGOs.

10. It is also pertinent to state that the Pakistan Council of Philanthropy (PCP) is a

reputed and established non-governmental institution for registration of NGOs. It is an

added credential for an NGO to be registered with the PCP. Domestic NGOs that are

interested to work in the Earthquake Affected Areas may be advised to register with the

PCP as well in order to enhance their credibility.
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